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November 30,2009 

April Cullen 
Regional & City Councillor 
Oshawa ON 

Dear Ms Cullen: re: ice-time meeting Dec 8 

I am writing to ask that this letter be included in the written submissions for the meeting 
December 8", regarding the ice-time issue in Oshawa. I regret that I cannot attend due to 
prior commitments (our hockey team is playing at that time). 

Following the story about the apparent imminent closure of Harman Park arena due to a 
city staff report indicating 'excess' ice-time in Oshawa, and a recent situation where our 
team was 'bumped' from our allotted ice-time, I felt compelled to get involved in some 
way. 

It was upsetting to me as a parent and a volunteer coach (Simcoe Street Bantam boys in 
the Oshawa Church Hockey League, OCHL) to see that scheduling for our leagues ice- 
time, negotiated and set in place many months in advance, could be changed at short 
notice, causing much extra work and stress on our league representatives, our division 
reps, our team reps, and all the parents and kids. 

After I had contacted multiple City Councillors, I received a call from a City 
representative knowledgeable on the ice-time scheduling, Erika MacDonald. I would like 
to thank her publicly for her detailed explanation one evening a few weeks ago. 

In hearing her explanation from the operations side, I learned how "available" ice time 
was calculated and used in the report. I believe this report showed that we have 
approximately 1.25-1.5 unnecessary ice-pads in the City of Oshawa. City staff used the 
General Motors Centre (GMC) as 'available' ice when doing this calculation. As 
mentioned above, our bantam house league hockey team got bumped from Legends AND 
the GMC on the same weekend, due to 'events' being scheduled in these facilities. I 
believe everyone needs to know that they used GMC ice in that calculation. 

I would ask that the City staff and Councillors revisit the calculation, and include the 
GMC ice as 100% available. 
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Ms. Macdonald indicated the GMC management company is contracted to schedule a 
minimum quantity of events per year, and if they do not, everyone loses (especially us,. 
the taxpayer). I fully understand and agree with this goal to fill the GMC with events! 
Ms. Macdonald was sympathetic to my position that GMC ice should maybe not be used 
in the calculation when it is 'technically' and 'realistically' not always available. When 
the management company schedules events with interested parties from in town or out of 
town, it appears they have the blessing (albeit a misguided one) from the City to bump 
long time users and payers (ie our league and others) of their allotted ice-time. I have an 
issue with this. 

I believe the GMC ice should not be used in the calculation indicated above, which is a 
more correct position (and reflects the ACTUAL situation) than what the city report 
reflects. If this is done, I believe it would show that we do NOT have the excess ice they 
reported, and that we do NOT need to close the Harman property. This is an emotional 
issue for many, and I believe this evidence and data can support Harman staying open, 
and it is based on data, and not on emotion. 

I welcome the opportunity to further discuss this position with you. 

Sincerely, 

Mike 

Mike Kube 




