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File: F-6110 

1.0 Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to: 

1. Provide an update on the Athol Street Cycle Track (Cycle Track) project between Mary 
Street South and Centre Street South; and 

2. Obtain Council approval to hold a Public Information Centre on the project.  

Attachment 1 is an air photo showing the location of the proposed Cycle Track and existing 
bike lanes along Mary Street South and Athol Street and the Michael Starr and Joseph 
Kolodzie Oshawa Creek trails. 

Attachment 2 is a figure (Option 1) illustrating the conceptual details and design elements 
for a two-way Cycle Track on the south side of Athol Street. 

Attachment 3 is a figure (Option 2) illustrating the conceptual details and design elements 
for a one-way Cycle Track along both sides of Athol Street. 

Attachment 4 is a figure (Option 3) illustrating the conceptual details and design elements 
for a Cycle Track on north side and a bike lane on south side of Athol Street. 

2.0 Recommendation 

That the Development Services Committee recommend to City Council: 

That, pursuant to Report DS-16-202 dated December 9, 2016, concerning the Athol Street 
Cycle Track Project from Mary Street South to Centre Street South staff be authorized to 
hold a public information centre to receive input on the Design Options for the Athol Street 
Cycle Track Project and report back to Development Services Committee on the results of 
the public input and on a preferred design option. 
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3.0 Executive Summary 

Not applicable 

4.0 Input From Other Sources 

The following have been consulted in the preparation of this report: 

 Parks Operations Services  
 Transportation and Parking Services 
 Economic Development Services 
 Oshawa Active Transportation Advisory Committee 
 Region of Durham 

5.0 Analysis 

5.1 Background 

In 2014 the Downtown Plan 20Twenty included an action item to expand bike lanes in the 
Downtown. 

In 2015 the Active Transportation Master Plan showed a proposed on-road bike facility 
along Athol Street between Mary Street South and Centre Street South. 

As part of the 2016 Capital Budget, funding for the Athol Street Cycle Track Project was 
approved by Council.  This project involves the elimination of 22 parking spaces along the 
south side of Athol Street between Mary Street South to Centre Street South and replacing 
them with a cycling facility buffered from the vehicular lane. 

The proposed cycling facility will connect to the existing bike lanes along Mary Street 
South and Athol Street (east of Mary Street South) and to Centre Street South at the City 
Hall Complex and Civic Square.   

The existing cycling facilities along Mary Street South and Athol Street do not currently 
connect to the Michael Starr Trail (south of Bruce Street) or to the Joseph Kolodzie 
Oshawa Creek Trail (west of City Hall).  However, it is envisioned that the Cycle Track 
would ultimately provide connections to the Michael Starr Trail and the Joseph Kolodzie 
Oshawa Creek Trail systems. 

Athol Street is a two lane local road with paid parking on both sides and a curb to curb 
width that varies between 13.21 metres (43.3 ft.) to 14.24 metres (46.7 ft.).  

Although Athol Street is a local road it functions as an urban collector road based on traffic 
volumes. 

Durham Regional Transit Route 411 currently operates along Athol Street from the 
Oshawa Centre transit terminal to the Courtice Community Centre in the Municipality of 
Clarington. 
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5.2 What is a Cycle Track? 

A Cycle Track is an exclusive cycling facility that combines the user experience of a 
separated path with the on-street infrastructure of a conventional bike lane and is 
physically separated from vehicular traffic and distinct from the sidewalk.  

Cycle Tracks have different forms but all share common elements.  They provide space 
that is intended to be exclusively or primarily used for bicycles, and are separated from 
vehicle travel lanes, parking lanes, and sidewalks.   

In situations where on-street parking is allowed, Cycle Tracks are located on the curb-side 
of the parking (in contrast to bike lanes) (see Attachments 3 and 4 for examples). 

Cycle Tracks may be one-way or two-way and typically may be at street level or at 
sidewalk level.  

If at street level, they can be separated from vehicular traffic by mountable curbs, raised 
medians, on-street parking or bollards.  

If at sidewalk level, a curb or median separates them from vehicular traffic, while different 
pavement color/texture separates the cycle track from the sidewalk.  

By separating cyclists from vehicular traffic, Cycle Tracks can offer a higher level of 
security and safety than bike lanes and are attractive to a wider spectrum of the public. 

Bike lanes are subject to a by-law that prohibits parking within the bike lane. 

5.3 Design Options 

Through the design process, three technical options have been developed for the project.  
It should be noted that in all options presented no road or pavement widenings are 
required and  existing on-street parking will be affected. 

5.3.1 Option 1 – Two-way Cycle Track on the South Side of Athol Street 

Under this option there is a two-way cycling track on the south side of Athol Street (see 
Attachment 2). 

In this option, in order to accommodate the proposed two-way Cycle Track, on-street 
parking will have to be removed from the south side along with a reconfiguration of the 
existing travel lane widths.  The result is a 3.0 metre (9.8 ft.) wide two-way Cycle Track on 
the south side that is separated from vehicular traffic by a 0.5 metre (1.6 ft.) raised 
mountable curb. 

The raised mountable curb will allow existing delivery operations and access to be 
maintained for the properties/businesses along Athol Street while providing separation 
between cyclists and vehicular traffic. 
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To provide cyclists with an appropriate connection to the existing bike lanes along Mary 
Street South and Athol Street west of Mary Street South, construction work at the 
intersection of Mary Street South and Athol Street will be required generally as follows: 

 A reconfiguration of the existing northwest curb to accommodate a two-stage left turn 
for westbound cyclists to access the Cycle Track. 

 A two-stage left turn bike box at the south approach of the intersection for eastbound 
cyclists in the Cycle Track to access the northbound bike lanes along Mary Street 
South. 

 A bike box along Mary Street South to accommodate southbound cyclists to make a left 
turn to access the eastbound bike lane along Athol Street. 

Design considerations for a two way Cycle Track include:  

 Cyclist will yield to passengers boarding Durham Region Transit buses. 

 Pavement markings and signage which will alert cyclists and transit users of the mixing 
area at all stops. 

 Emergency vehicles can access cycle tracks when required. 

 Waste and recycling collections will be maintained. 

 Cycle Tracks will be maintained all year (e.g. snow removal). 

Attachment 2 shows a mid-block cross-section (looking east) of the proposed two-way 
cycle track and also shows the proposed design of the intersection of Mary Street South 
and Athol Street to accommodate the two-way Cycle Track. 

The implementation of a cycle track will require an educational program to be implemented 
to raise the awareness for cycle tracks and to educate the public on the proper use of the 
facility. 

Option 1 (two-way cycle track on the south side) is estimated to cost approximately 
$150,000. 

5.3.2 Option 2 – One-way Cycle Track with Mountable Curbs on Both Sides of Athol 
Street  

Under this option, in order to accommodate the proposed one-way cycle track, on-street 
parking will have to be removed from the south side along with a reconfiguration of the 
existing travel lane widths.  The result is a 1.5 metre (5 ft.) one-way Cycle Track on both 
sides that is separated from vehicular traffic by a 0.5 metre (1.6 ft.) wide raised mountable 
curb (see Attachment 3). 

As with Option 1, the raised mountable curb will allow existing access to be maintained for 
the businesses and properties along Athol Street while providing separation between 
cyclists and vehicular traffic. 
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For this option, construction work at the intersection of Mary Street South and Athol Street 
will be required generally as follows: 

 A bike box along Mary Street South to accommodate southbound cyclists to make a left 
turn to access the eastbound bike lane along Athol Street. 

 A bike box at the west approach of Athol Street to accommodate eastbound cyclists in 
the cycle track to access the northbound bike lanes along Mary Street South. 

The design considerations for the one-way Cycle Track are similar to Option 1. 

Attachment 3 is a mid-block cross-section (looking east) of the proposed one-way Cycle 
Track and also shows the proposed design of the intersection of Mary Street South and 
Athol Street to accommodate the one-way Cycle Tracks. 

Option 2 (one-way Cycle Tracks on both sides) is estimated to cost approximately 
$145,000. 

5.3.3 Option 3 – A Combination of One-way Cycle Track and Bike Lane 

This option requires the removal of on-street parking from the south side along with a 
reconfiguration of the existing travel lane widths.  The result will be an approximately 1.8 
metre (6 ft.) wide one-way Cycle Track on the north side that is separated from vehicular 
traffic by a 0.8 metre (2.6 ft.) wide painted buffer and on-street parking.  The south side will 
be a 1.8 metre (6 ft.) wide one-way conventional bike lane (see Attachment 4). 

Similar to Option 2, construction work at the intersection of Mary Street South and Athol 
Street will be required generally as follows: 

 A bike box along Mary Street South to accommodate southbound cyclists to make a left 
turn to access the eastbound bike lane along Athol Street. 

 A bike box at the west approach of Athol Street to accommodate eastbound cyclists in 
the bike lane to access the northbound bike lanes along Mary Street South. 

The design considerations for the one-way Cycle Track and bike lane are similar to 
Option 1. 

Attachment 4 is a mid-block cross-section (looking east) for this option and also shows the 
proposed design of the intersection of Mary Street South and Athol Street to accommodate 
this option. 

Option 3 (one-way cycle track on the north side and bike lane on the south) is estimated to 
cost approximately $77,000. 

5.4 Next Steps 

It is recommended that staff be authorized to hold a Public Information Centre to receive 
input on the options.  The public information centre will be held in the first quarter 2017 at 
City Hall.  The public information centre will be advertised in the Oshawa This Week and 
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Oshawa Express newspapers and notice will be mailed to the businesses and property 
owners along this section of Athol Street.  In addition the BIA will be provided a notice to 
share with its members. 

Staff will then report back to Development Services Committee on the input received, 
including input from the public and agencies such as Durham Region Works and Durham 
Region Transit.  At that time staff will also present a preferred design option. 

6.0 Financial Implications 

Due to the removal of 22 on-street parking spaces, revenue generated from paid parking 
along Athol Street will be reduced (approximately $32,000 – 2015 revenue).   

Council has approved this Athol Street Cycle Track project in 2016 Capital Budget in the 
amount of $250,000. 

The estimated cost to implement any of the three options can be accommodated within the 
approved budget.   

Given that the cost of implementing the Cycle Track project is estimated to be less than 
the original estimate, it is possible to change the scope of work to include connections to 
the Michael Starr Trail and Joseph Kolodzie Oshawa Creek Trail using pavement markings 
and signage. 

7.0 Relationship to the Oshawa Strategic Plan 

Holding a Public Information Centre is intended to advance the Accountable Leadership 
goal identified in the Oshawa Strategic Plan. 

Patrick Lee, P.Eng., Acting Director, 
Engineering Services 

Paul D. Ralph, BES, RPP, MCIP, Commissioner, 
Development Services Department 
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Ariel map showing the location of the proposed Athol Street Cycle Track 

 

 
Figure 1: Ariel Photo Map of Study Area 
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Option 1 - Proposed Two-way Cycle Track 

 

Mid-block Cross-sections of the Proposed Design Options for Athol Street Cycle 
Tracks 
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Option 2 - Proposed One-way Cycle Tracks along Both Sides  

 

Mid-block Cross-sections of the Proposed Design Options for Athol Street Cycle 
Tracks 



Item: DS-16-202 
Attachment 4 

Option 3 - Cycle Track on North Side and Bike Lane on South Side  

 

Mid-block Cross-sections of the Proposed Design Options for Athol Street Cycle 
Tracks  
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